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So, you’re considering a remodel.  Congratulations!
 
Renovating your home, a space that serves as your sanctuary and where
you spend time with the ones you love most, is an exciting time that can
impact your home's function, flow, and even your family's quality of life.
 
Plus, remodeling is a sizable investment. That's why getting the
remodeling process down-pat is crucial to getting everything you want
from your space. 
 
This handbook will be your best friend throughout your planning
process. Our Remodeler's Handbook will equip you with the tools to
make the best decisions to help you achieve your goals.
 
In this eBook, you'll get:

Secrets to a successful remodel
A planning workbook to outline your values, timeline, and bandwidth
Your partnership and hiring options for your remodel
A guide to help you choose the best partnership/company for your
family's needs

 
We hope you have fun using this guide to help explore and craft your
dream remodeling project. Reach out anytime to our team if you have
any questions.
 
Best,
The Team at FBC Remodel
 
 
 
 
 

Ready to Remodel?

PREPARING FOR YOUR PROJECT
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6 Secrets to a
Successful Remodel

PREPARING FOR YOUR PROJECT

Do your homework1 It's important to conduct thorough research before starting a
remodeling project. You should know what kind of service you
want, when you want it, and how much you're willing to pay. Then,
seek out contractors that align with those goals and find one that
you trust to do your project and be in your home during
construction.

2
Never assume3 It's easy to assume that everything you want for your home is
included, but this is rarely the case. Make sure you know
exactly what the plan entails and all the details you discussed are
included in your agreement -- even ones you've discussed over
and over again.

3

Your personal time is valuable; we, as a design-build team,
understand that. However, for you to get the most out of your
customized remodel, you will need to dedicate some time to your
project. Work with your team to determine a schedule that works
best for you.

Gauge the time you're committing



PREPARING FOR YOUR PROJECT

Set clear expectations and boundaries4 When it comes to home remodeling, construction is handmade and
the end result is highly customized, making it unrealistic to expect
perfection. While other industries have switched to technology,
pumping out the exact same product every time, construction will
always have variation by nature. Remember, though, this means
you get a space that's uniquely you.

Voice your priorities5 This goes back to #3 -- never assume. While you may think your
priories are the same as your contractors, it's important to voice
your values consistently and explicitly to ensure the whole team is
on the same page. If you're determined to get the exact same
cabinet as in your reference photo, but you don't care if the
counter tops are slightly different, tell your team! This makes the
process easier and leads to far less surprises for you, the
homeowner.

6
4

Once you do your research and settle on a remodel partner, or
partners, don't keep shopping! Trust your decision and move
forward in the process. Some homeowners continue to look at
other contractors after making the final decision -- this will only
create potential confusion!

Trust yourself



Keep this worksheet handy to
organize everything you need to
begin your project.

What rooms are going to be part of the project?

What is your budget?

When do you want your project finished?

Ideally by

Definitely before

How much time (in weeks) do you want to
spend on your project?

Ideally 

Definitely less than

What is your end goal for this project? (e.g.
functionality, style, increase resale value)

YOUR REMODEL WORKBOOK
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How involved do you, as the homeowner, want
to be in the project?

I have 0-1 hour daily to manage my project

I have 2-3 hours daily to manage my project

I have 4-6 hours daily to manage my project
I have 8+ hours daily to manage my project
Full involvement -- I want to DIY my project

Take a look around your space. What aspects do you
like? What don't you like?

Look around on websites like Pinterest, Houzz, and
Instagram. What design styles do you like? What do
you like about them? Jot down a few accounts or
websites you would like to revisit for inspiration.

YOUR REMODEL WORKBOOK
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Are there any photos you've seen that you'd like
your designer to draw inspiration from? What is
the most important feature in that photo? Jot
down your inspiration here!

Anything else you'd like to note about your
remodel project?

YOUR REMODEL WORKBOOK
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Whether you're finishing a basement, updating a kitchen, or remodeling your
whole home, it’s important to figure out the best way to carry out your
remodel dreams. The variety of potential remodeling partners can get
overwhelming. It's important to do your research so you can select partners
that work for your lifestyle, timeline, and goals.
 
Major players in the remodeling space are general contractors, architects,
designers, and design-build firms.
 

Architects/Designers: In the planning stages of your remodel, it's
important to consult with an architect or interior designer who specializes
in remodels. These specialists will collaborate with you to create a design
that fits the function and flow you need.

 
General Contractors: These are the specialists you hire to carry out the
remodel itself. They are responsible for providing not only the skills for
your renovations, but the tools and equipment required as well. Your
general contractor will likely hire subcontractors for certain specialized
work, such as plumbers and electricians.

 
Design-Build Firms: With design-build firms, you have one contract, a
single line of communication, and an integrated team to deliver a low-
stress, polished result. Design-build firms see your project through from
start to finish, and a team of designers and builders work together as a
collaborative team to bring your dream remodel to life.

 
 

Who Should You Hire
for Your Remodel?

CHOOSING THE RIGHT COMPANY
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Roles in a
Remodel Project 

CHOOSING THE RIGHT COMPANY 

DESIGNER/
ARCHITECTENGINEER CONTRACTOR

CONCEPT
/ DESIGN

STRUCTURAL
DESIGN

MATERIAL
SELECTION

PERMITS

CONSTRUCTION

FINAL PRICING

DESIGN-BUILD FIRMS LIKE FBC REMODEL ARE THERE EVERY STEP
OF THE WAY,  FROM CONCEPT TO CONSTRUCTION.
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Choosing a
Remodeling Partner

CHOOSING THE RIGHT COMPANY

Ask family and friends their experiences1 Talk to people in your circle who have already completed a
remodel project. While considering their project type, scope,
and budget, ask them about their overall experience -- not just
the end product.

Construct a list of local companies to research2 Successful, established companies are most likely to have a
prominent online presence and a simple way to submit free
inquiries. Beware of companies or individuals who send you
bids without a credible website or point of contact. Create a
list of four to eight companies you would love to conduct
deeper research into, and choose roughly three to meet in
person.

Compare online reviews3 Did you know the majority of customers trust online reviews
as much as a personal recommendation? We encourage you
to note reviews on the most prominent review platforms --
Google, Yelp, and Facebook. Note not only their "star
averages" but how they handle and respond to the occasional
negative review. 
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CHOOSING THE RIGHT COMPANY

Talk it out

Take a look at their work and projects4 Design companies and contractors should have galleries and
project outlines on their website. Take note if a company has a
similar style to the vision you have for your own home. Do you
see any design features or styles that you would want
to incorporate into your project? If not, take them off of your
list. 

5 Now that you've narrowed down your top picks, schedule a
design consultation and listen to what the designer has to say
about the company's process and design style. An in-person
meeting also allows you to peek at their portfolio and past
projects and get a gauge on their current workload. 
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About FBC Remodel
FBC Remodel is a design-
build firm serving Denver,
Minneapolis, and Chicago.
We specialize in
remodeling all parts of the
home, including
basements, kitchens,
bathrooms, living rooms,
bedroom, and custom
specialty areas.

ABOUT FBC
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After 20 years in business, FBC has mastered the art of listening. We
take time to learn about you and what home means for your life. Our
collaborative design-build process sets the standard for home
renovation industry practices, resulting in a superior space that fits —
and improves — your life, by designing your home around you.
 
With passionate, award-winning interior designers, skilled craftsmen,
inspiring showrooms, and a transparent construction process, FBC
Remodel is designed to be different and committed to improving lives
through better spaces.

Get a free design
consultation

https://fbcremodel.com/contact-us/

